Vanity Fair

Chapter I “ Leaving Chiswick Mall”
The extract is taken from “Vanity Fair” written by W.M. Thackeray

Reading the title we have a piece of information: someone is living in Chiswick Mall. 

The protagonists of the extract are Rebecca (Becky) Sharp, her friend Amelia Sedley, Miss Pinkerton and Miss Jemima.

Rebecca and Amelia are the two friends who are leaving Miss Pinkerton’s academy for young ladies on Chiswick Mall; Miss Pinkerton and Miss Jemima are part of the staff of the school and are sisters.

The extract talks about the goodbyes of the two friends towards the staff and the other girls of the college.  Becky hates to live in Chiswick Mall where everybody treats her like a servant only because she has no money and she has been obliged to give French lessons in order to pay for her board and lodging. At the contrary everyone loves Amelia and they treat her like a princess because she is a rich person.

In the extract French is important feature, as a matter of fact is thanks to French if Becky can pay her rent (she gives French lessons), French represents the most important language studied in the college (Vanity Fair is set at the time of the wars against Napoleon) and because Becky can take a revenge against Miss Pinkerton who knows no words of French.
We have and omniscient intrusive narrator. The narrative techniques used by W. M. Thackeray are parody (when Becky greets Miss Pinkerton in French), irony (“but biting her lips…solemn turban”), exaggeration ( “there was such a scuffling…would fain pass over”) and everything is very theatrical (“actually flung the book”).

